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Cats of Sudan - Wild,
Wise, and Wonderful!

Sudan is home to many amazing cats! From the small
wildecats hiding in the trees, to the strong lions of the
savanna, and even the gentle house cats curling up on
our beds — cats are everywhere! These clever
animals climb, leap, sneak, and pounce with incredible
skill.

Some are famous in old stories and poems, while
cthers help us in cur homes. In this booklet, we will
meet Sudan's cats big and small, learn fun facts about
them, and explore how they live in nature and in our
culture!
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House cats come in many colors
and sizes. Their whiskers help
them feel their way around.
Most cats live around 13-20
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Domestic\ house cats

Docmestic cats are small, quiet animals that live with
people as pets. They were first tamed around
10.000 years ago to help catch mice.

Cats eat meat and love to hunt small animals. They
walk silently, jump high, and communicate with
sounds and body language. Cats can be friendly or
prefer to be alone. Pecple love them for their beauty,
company, and mysterious nature.

In Sudan, people keep cats as pets for fun, eomfort,
and to catch mice. They believe cats bring luck or
have magical powers. Cats are known for being
clever, mysterious, and graceful!



The Wildcat - The
Mysterious Ancestor

Wildcats look just like the house cats we see every
day—but with longer legs: Long ago. people began
keeping them as pets.and now theyre the ancestors
of our friendly home cats

In Sudan, wildcats are everywhere But many people
believe theyre not just animals they might have
magical powers: Some say cats are linked to jinn
(ghost like spirits) especially because of their shiny
eyes and secretive behavior.

Sudanese Sayings.

“When the cat's gone, the mice take over: said when
things get out of controlwhen no cne's in charge.

“Qur relationship is like the cat and the mouse " said
when people just don't get along!
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Theres even astory
that twins turninto
cats at night:
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The Caracal - The Clever
Trickster

This medium-sized wild cat has long ears with tufts,
and a beautiful tan coat.In Sudan,

Caracals are known for being super fast, quiet, and
smart. People in Sudan, respect it for being clever
and avoiding fights.

The caracaldoesnt fear but doesn't confront.”
That means being strong doesn't always mean
fighting_it's smart to walk away sometimes!
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Cat-like creature: The
Genet (The Perfume Cat)

Itsnotreallyacat canbeconsidered tobe
the cats cousin;, butit acts like one—sneaky and
quick

in Sudan theyre
special because of their secent glands which people
use to make local perfumes:

Genets are like nature's tiny perfume bottles:
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The Leopard - The b 10)l sluiall - 3g4))
Spotted Climber

The lecpard is one of the most beautiful wild cats: It w390l awis bds aule a3 £110 ayal lay ! alad)! Jol g0 28
has a golden coat coveredin black rosettes lelwallg squu¥l e sy a9 JS1W LY Glud
(flower like spots) It climbs trees to eatits food in
peace—away from lions and hyenas:
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in
Sudan. lecpards are symbols of strength and courage.
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Ty Condid s handmade leather shoes
. called ‘Nimir Markoobs~
aare made from leopard
¥ skin and show high




Long ago, lions roamed from Africa all the way to
Asia, but now theymostily

In Ancient Sudan Jions were loved
and seen as powerful protectors.

Lions were
drawn on pottery, statues, and walls to protect rulers
and temples.

Lions are symbols of bravery, royalty, and power _but
sadly,
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Some lions were kept for
religious ceremonies and
sent as royal gifts to
places like Ancient Rome!



