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Cats of Sudan - Wild,
Wise, and Wonderful!

Sudan is home to many amazing cats! From the small
wildcats hiding in the trees, to the stronglions of the
savanna, and even the gentle house cats curling up on
our beds — cats are everywhere! These clever
animals climb, leap, sneak, and pounce with incredible
skill.

Some are famous in old stories and poems, while
others help usin our homes. In this booklet, we will
meet Sudan’s cats big and small, learn fun facts about
them, and explore how theylive in nature andin our
culture!
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Domestic\ house cats

Domestic cats are small, quiet animals that live with
people as pets. They were first tamed around
10.000 years ago to help catch mice.

Cats eat meat and love to hunt small animals. They
walk silently, jump high, and communicate with
sounds and body language. Cats can be friendly or
prefer to be alone. People love them for their beauty,
company, and mysterious nature.

In Sudan, people keep cats as pets for fun, comfort,
and to catch mice. Theybelieve cats bring luck or
have magical powers. Cats are known for being
clever, mysterious, and graceful!
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House cats come in many colors
and sizes. Their whiskers help
them feel their way around.
Most cats live around 13-20
years.
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The Wildcat-The
Mysterious Ancestor

Wildcats look just like the house cats we see every
day—but with longer legs: Long ago, people began
keeping them as pets,and now theyre the ancestors
of our friendly home cats.

In Sudan, wildcats are everywhere. But many people
believe theyre not just animals—they might have
magical powers: Some say cats are linked to jinn
(ghost.like spirits), especially because of their shiny
eyes and secretive behavior.

Sudanese Sayings:
“When the cat's gone, the mice take over: said when
things get out of controlwhen no one'sin charge.

“Qur relationship is like the cat and the mouse .~ said
when people just don't get along
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Theresevenastory
that twins turninto
cats at night!
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The Caracal-The Clever
Trickster

This medium-sized wild cat has long ears with tufts,
and a beautiful tan coat.In Sudan,

Caracals are known for being super fast, quiet,and
smart. People in Sudan, respect it for being clever
and avoiding fights.

The caracal doesn't fear,but doesn't confront.”
That means being strong doesn't always mean
fighting—it’s smart to walk away sometimes:

e
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‘ Genet (The Perfume Cat)

D It's not reallufa cat (canbe considered tobe
the cats cousin), butit acts like one_sneaky and
quick:

In Sudan, theyre
special because of their scent glands, which people
use to make local perfumes:
Genets are like nature's tiny perfume bottles! t |
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Did you know-

In Sudan, special
handmade leather shoes
;. called Nimir Markoobs~

n

pare made from leopard
skin and show high
status:




The Leopard-The
Spotted Climber

The leopardis one of the most beautiful wild cats! It
has a golden coat coveredin black rosettes
(flower-like spots). It climbs trees to eat its food in
peace—away from lions and hyenas:

In
Sudan, leopards are symbols of strength and courage.
Long ago,
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Some lions were kept for
religious ceremonies and
sent as royal gifts to
places like Ancient Rome!




The Lion - King of the
Jungle

Thelionis the biggest and boldest of all African
cats:

live in places like Sudan's
savannas and grasslands.

(Kush Kingdom)
One Sudanese god,
Apadamak, was drawn with alion's head:

today they are endangered because of
hunting and habitatloss.
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